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TOP STORIES
The presentations of the VW Settlement Training at the National Tribal
Forum on Air Quality held in Tucson, Arizona on May 1, 2017 are now
available on video! Use this link to access presentations made by NTAA, EPA
and DOJ regarding the VW Settlement for Tribes. If you have a hard time hearing
the audio on the videos, a separate audio file is included that you can use to play
instead.
Washington Post - EPA remains top target with Trump administration proposing
31 percent budget cut
Los Angeles Times - U.S. sues Fiat Chrysler, saying it used software to cheat on
emissions tests
Native Sun News – Looming Trump budget cuts would wound Pine Ridge jobsand-energy project

HEADLINES

Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes
Washington Post - EPA to set aside $12 million for buyouts in coming months
EDF - Why the EPA gives Taxpayers the Biggest Bang for their Hard-earned Buck
New York Times – How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt’s E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and
Gas
Casper Star Tribune – After the methane rule, what comes next at the crossroads of
environmental regulations and the oil and gas industry?
The Hill - EPA to consider repealing methane pollution standards for landfills
Greenwire - EPA aids polluters with 'exceptional events' guidance — greens
Indianz.com – Top Interior nominee contradicts President Trump on ‘race’ and
tribal programs
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Indianz.com – Indian Country bracing for worst with Donald Trump’s planned
budget cuts
EPA – U.S. Navy Facility in Cutler, Maine Has Taken Steps to Reduce Air
Emissions under Agreement
Colorlines – Tribes Unite Across U.S. and Canada to Oppose Keystone XL in
Declaration
Colorlines – Representatives of Color Receive Near-Perfect Score on
Environmental Voting Record
AZ Central – 10 Challenges to keeping the Navajo Generating Station open
NPR – Public to EPA On Cutting Regulations: ‘No!’
National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update
Please note: NACAA has prepared a report describing the likely adverse
impacts on state and local air quality programs of the Administration’s proposed
reductions of 30 percent in FY 2018 federal grants to those agencies. The report,
which is based on a survey of NACAA members, is entitled, Impacts of Proposed
FY 2018 Budget Cuts on State and Local Air Quality Agencies.
National Association of Clean Air Agencies - NACAA and Tribal Organizations
Call for Adequate Funding Click here to view the letter
Climate Change/Energy
Alaska Dispatch News - Opening ANWR to oil drilling is priority in Trump's
proposed budget
Climate Wire - Trump budget still funds one big climate program
NPR – Energy Companies Urge Trump to Remain In Paris Climate Agreement
Reuters – Time to ditch the polar bears? Climate change looks for a new image
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The Guardian – Study: inspiring action on climate change is more complex than
you might think
Wall Street Journal – The Way Forward for Carbon Capture
Popular Science – Why cicadas are showing up in your yard four years early
Colorlines – U.S. Bank Pulls Funds from All Oil and Gas Pipeline Construction
NPR – Tesla Begins Taking Orders For Its Solar Energy Roof Tile Systems
NPR – Will The Government Help Farmers Adapt To A Changing Climate?
NPR – Many Of California’s Salmon Populations Unlikely To Survive The
Century
NPR – Disappearing Montana Glaciers A ‘Bellwether’ Of Melting To Come?
NPR – Arctic Council Pressures Tillerson To Take Action On Climate Change
Toxics/Mobile Sources
Phys.org - Researchers find computer code that Volkswagen used to cheat
emissions tests
Reuters - U.S. regulators approve VW diesel fix for 84,000 vehicles
EPA – EPA partners with Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma to continue cleanup at Tar
Creek Superfund site; EPA awards over $4 Million to tribe
Indian Country Media Network – Dakota Access Pipeline Springs a Leak
Native Sun News – Tribes give resounding NO to EPA questions on uranium
mining
Indian Country Media Network – Beachfront Nuclear Wasteland in Southern
California? Nuclear storage plan at San Onofre beach leaves out tribal voices
Indoor Air Quality
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Benzinga – Green Builder Media Releases “Healthy Air, Healthy Homes” Ebook
NRDC – New Tool Helps Foster Efficient, Healthy Homes for Low-Income New
Yorkers
Photos from the field
Popular Science – Turns out the Svalbard seed vault is probably fine

Global Crop Diversity Trust via Flickr
Back to Table of Contents

UPCOMING CALLS/EVENTS
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes
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NTAA Upcoming Calls. The toll-free number is 1-800-309-2350. If you do not
need to call toll free, or would like to help conserve NTAA funding, you can call
1-805-309-2350. Both numbers use code 928-523-0526#.
Contact Andy.Bessler@nau.edu if you have any questions about any call!
NTAA/EPA Policy call: Receive
updates from EPA

Thursday, May 25, 2pm ET

Development and Application of an Integrated Modeling System for U.S. Air
Quality Assessment Presentation
May 24, 2017, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. EDT
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, Mezzanine Floor, Room
301 A/B. The presentation will be livestreamed as a webinar via Adobe Connect.
Click here to register!
STAR grantee, Dr. Xin-Zhong Liang from University of Maryland, is
presenting his recent research results to EPA’s Office of Research and
Development. His presentation, Development and Application of an Integrated
Modeling System for U.S. Air Quality Assessment, will highlight his work on
development and application of Earth system modeling framework and tools to
investigate the impact of global changes on air quality. Dr. Liang is the recipient of
several STAR grants to improve regional models and investigate impacts of global
changes on air and water. Recently, Dr. Liang was awarded a STAR grant
entitled Particulate Matter Prediction and Source Attribution for U.S. Air Quality
Management in a Changing World.
U.S. EPA Air, Climate, and Energy (ACE) Research Program
The ACE Research Program provides useful science and tools to investigate
regional differences in air pollution and the effects of global changes, technology
and societal choice on local air quality and health. The research is intended for
decision makers at the federal, regional, state and community levels. These
projects are funded through EPA’s Office of Research and Development, NCER,
in cooperation with EPA's ACE Research Program.
Access & Awareness Webinar Series from the Federal Interagency Working
Group on Environmental Justice (EJ IWG) "Partnership in Progress Community-Based Collaborations for Environmental Justice in Portland,
Oregon"
Wednesday, May 31st, at 1:00pm - 2:30pm ET. Register Here
Environmental and public health impacts affect people most significantly
where they live - at the community level. One of the themes of the Environmental
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Protection Agency's (EPA) Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2014-2018 is to make a
visible difference in communities across the country. These efforts are focused on
providing better support to communities, especially economically distressed areas
where the needs are greatest.
In addition, we will learn about how the U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI) is becoming more actively involved in the area of environmental justice.
DOI's Regional Environmental Officer for the Pacific Northwest, Allison O'Brien,
will discuss the Department's efforts, as well as the expertise DOI bureaus have to
offer. EPA’s College/Underserved Community Partnership Program (CUPP)
Manager, Michael Burns, who is currently detailed to DOI, will join the
presentation to talk about the work he is doing to develop partnerships among
agencies, schools, the private sector, nonprofit organizations, and underserved
communities.
"Partnership in Progress - Community-Based Collaborations for Environmental
Justice in Portland, Oregon"
 Date: 05/31/2017
 Time: 1:00pm - 2:30pm Eastern
 Register Here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/partnership-in-progresssupporting-underserved-communities-in-portland-oregon-tickets33060662331
Once you register, you will be emailed with information on how to access the
webinar. If you have any questions, please contact Jeanine Finley for additional
information.
U.S. EPA’s National Enforcement and Training Institute (NETI) is offering
courses that are open to federal, tribal, state, and local government
environmental compliance and enforcement personnel. NETI offers live
broadcast and on-demand training covering virtually every environmental media
and issue that confronts compliance monitoring and enforcement personnel.
Additional information is available on the NETI website.
EPA Office of Water announces participation opportunities and activities
related to the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act.
 Tribal Consultation Opportunity: Forthcoming Proposal to Revise the
Definition of “Waters of the United States”
Tribes will have until June 20, 2017, to comment on the new definition. To
stay up to date on this effort, please visit EPA’s Tribal Consultation
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website: https://tcots.epa.gov. For more information, see the EPA’s Clean
Water Rule website.
 Registration Open for the 2017 Tribal Lands and Environment Forum
(TLEF).
This year’s Tribal Lands and Environment forum will be held at the COX
Business Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma, August 14-17, 2017. The Forum will
feature trainings, field trips, and breakout sessions focused on
solid/hazardous waste management, brownfields, UST/LUSTs, Superfund
sites, and emergency response. Tribal water program topics will include
breakout sessions, trainings, and field trips related to water quality, drinking
water, and habitat restoration (including wetlands, streams, and fisheries).
Registration for the event is now open. For more information and to register:
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Conferences/confr_tlef.
The U.S. EPA 2017 International Emission Inventory Conference will be held
at the Hyatt Regency Baltimore on the Inner Harbor Hotel in Baltimore, MD
August 14-18, 2017. This conference will focus on how emission inventories meet
the challenges posed by improving emissions inventory science and also streamline
inventory creation processes to improve the resulting inventories. Click here to
learn more about the conference and how to submit abstracts.
ITEP’s Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses registration is now
online! Learn more about the courses and register here.
The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professional’s (ITEP’s) Tribes and
Climate Change Calendar includes conferences, trainings, webinars and other
events related to tribes and climate change. Click here for ITEP’s other trainings
and events. Click here for ITEP’s new Tribal Environmental Management and
Planning Online Courses. New courses have been added, so check it out!
ITEP’s 2017 AIAQTP Course Schedule
ITEP’s American Indian Air Quality Training Program Course Calendar:
Course Title
Dates
Location
2017
Introduction to Tribal Air Quality
June 6-9
Flagstaff, AZ
Quality Assurance (QA) Fundamentals

Open

Online
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Building Performance: Improving
Energy Efficiency & IAQ in Cold
Climates

Open

Online

Radon Fundamentals
Open
Online
Emissions Inventory - Fundamentals
Closed
Online
Emissions Inventory - Advanced
Closed
Online
Wildfire and Air Quality
Dates TBD
Online
Note: This schedule is subject to change. Click here for up-to-date
information, course descriptions, and applications. If you have questions regarding
the pre-requisites or your eligibility for this course, please contact Patricia
Ellsworth, Air Quality Curriculum Coordinator, at Patricia.Ellsworth@nau.edu or
phone 928-523-6721. For more information, please visit ITEP’s website.
Climate Change / Energy
Southwestern Tribal Climate Change Summit
The La Jolla Band of Luiseno Indians, Institute of Tribal Environmental
Professionals and the University of San Diego are collaborating on the 2017
Southwestern Tribal Climate Change Summit.
Event: 2017 Southwestern Climate Change Summit
Location: University of San Diego
When: September 19-21, 2017
More information including registration details will be provided in the near future.
If you have any questions, please direct them to: Nikki.Cooley@nau.edu
HUD webinar: What Energy Project is Right for My Tribe?
Date: May 31
Attendees will learn how to identify the appropriate energy project, whether it's a
small renewable energy project for a single tribal residence or building, a tribal
community project, or a utility-scale project requiring transmission interconnection
and off-take through a power purchase agreement. Speakers will explore the pros
and cons of ownership and leasing, the differences among various renewable and
conventional technologies, and potential project barriers. Speakers will also share
information on tools and resources available to help tribes evaluate options and
move forward. To register, click here.
Toxic / Mobile Sources
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Indoor Air Quality
The Region 9 Tribal Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) and Health Network brings
you Using IPM to Control Bedbugs in Tribal Communities, a webinar on
Thursday, June 1, 2017 at 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM PDT.
Please use the following link to
register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1865947481169314563
The webinar is a collaboration between US EPA Region 9 and the Institute
for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP). Experienced presenters will share
their experiences about using Integrated Pest Management to Control Bedbugs in
Tribal Communities. At the end of the webinar, participants will have an
opportunity to ask presenters questions and to share approaches that have worked
in their communities.
Questions about this webinar? Please contact Priyanka Pathak
(pathak.priyanka@epa.gov) or Mansel Nelson (mansel.nelson@nau.edu).
Back to Table of Contents

RESOURCES
Now Hiring!
The Ak-Chin Indian Community is hiring an Environmental Technician. The
Environmental Technician performs a variety of skilled and semi-skilled work to
maintain and protect the Ak-Chin Indian Community’s (ACIC) reservation
environment and natural resources. This position will also conduct complex
technical research and analysis, environmental outreach and other environmental
program work to assist the ACIC Environmental Protection Department in
providing environmental protection. The position announcement and description
can be found atwww.ak-chin.nsn.us
Closed date: May 24, 2017
Collaborative Planning Program Position Announcement
Landscape Conservation Initiative, Northern Arizona University
The Landscape Conservation Initiative, a partnership-based interdisciplinary
research center at Northern Arizona University, seeks a part time temporary staff
person to contribute to our Collaborative Planning program. Current projects are
located on the Navajo Nation, and in the Grand Canyon region, northern New
Mexico, Green River Basin, and Sonoran desert. Through this program, we assist
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multiple agencies and stakeholders collaborating on land management issues
including fire, climate adaptation, co-management of lands, habitat protection, and
watershed restoration, often using mapping and spatial modeling to help groups
reach decisions. The Landscape Conservation Initiative is an inclusive organization
that uses rigorous science, innovation, and collaboration to safeguard biodiversity
while promoting environmental justice and sustainability.
Compensation
Compensation will be $20/hour, with additional consideration depending on
experience. This is a part time, non-benefits eligible position, averaging less than
29 hours/week. It is currently available for the remainder of the 2017 calendar
year, but may be extended contingent upon satisfactory performance and available
funding.
How to Apply
Please send a cover letter and resume or CV to Sasha Stortz
at sasha.stortz@nau.edu. Application review will begin on May 29th. Position will
be open until filled.
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes
Environmental Law Institute Report: Regulatory Reform in the Trump Era
In response to the growing demand for unbiased answers and analysis on how
deregulatory initiatives by the new Administration and Congress will impact
environmental protection, governance, and the rule of law, ELI has released a
special report, Regulatory Reform in the Trump Era. The report explains the legal
mechanisms and processes that may get deployed, how they work, and the effect
on the current regulatory landscape. It responds to the questions that are
increasingly being asked of ELI: What are the pathways and impacts of regulatory
reform efforts likely to be undertaken? What are the opportunities for the public
and other stakeholders to engage relative to reform initiatives?
Wildland Fire Sensors Challenge
Six federal agencies have announced a Wildland Fire Sensors Challenge seeking
an accurate, lower-cost, and low-maintenance air quality monitoring system that
can be used during a wildfire or controlled fire. The data provided by the sensor
system will help federal, state, local and tribal agencies protect the health of first
responders and communities affected by the smoke.
Developers are encouraged to submit a prototype sensor system that
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measures fine particulate matter (PM2.5), carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O3) and
carbon dioxide (CO2). The system should be capable of rapid deployment and
continuous real-time monitoring of highly dynamic air pollution levels during a
fire event. Developers should also aim for designs that are easy to use and selfpowered; include location data; and wirelessly transmit data to a central datareceiving station.
Written submissions are due by Nov. 22, 2017 and prototypes must be
submitted by Jan. 5, 2018. The sensor systems will be evaluated in government
specialty labs based on 1) accuracy over a wide range of pollutant levels, 2) system
cost, and 3) operation requirements relevant for wildland fire deployment. All
developers who submit prototypes will receive direct feedback on laboratory tests
and end user review.
The Challenge total award pool is $60,000, which may be awarded in total to
one winner if all the requirements are met, or divided into several partial
awards. Prize winner(s) will be selected following the conclusion of judging in
summer 2018.
To learn more, visit: www.challenge.gov/challenge/wildland-fire-sensorschallenge
Climate Change/Energy
Toxics / Mobile Sources
The presentations of the VW Settlement Training at the National Tribal
Forum on Air Quality held in Tucson, Arizona on May 1, 2017 are now
available on video!
Use this link to access presentations made by NTAA, EPA and DOJ regarding the
VW Settlement for Tribes. If you have a hard time hearing the audio on the videos,
a separate audio file is included that you can use to play instead.
The National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA) has established
a repository for state and local agency information and links pertaining to the
Volkswagen (VW) settlement and the Mitigation Trust Fund. The information
accessible from the repository includes state and local agency webpages, public
outreach materials, drafts of documents, etc.
Indoor Air Quality
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The Tribal Healthy Homes Network (THHN) has a webpage dedicated to
Healthy Homes Resources!
U.S. HUD’s Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) Code Talk:
Codetalk Homepage:
Back to Table of Contents

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes
EPA Issues Request for Proposals (RFP) for FY17 and FY18 Tribal Wetland
Program Development Grants. Proposals are due June 5, 2017.
Wetland Program Development Grants (WPDGs) assist state, tribal, local
government (S/T/LG) agencies and interstate/intertribal entities in developing or
refining state/tribal/local programs which protect, manage, and restore wetlands.
The primary focus of these grants is to develop/refine state/tribal wetland
programs. EPA has issued a RFP soliciting proposals from eligible applicants to
develop or refine tribal wetland programs. Tribes and intertribal consortia are
eligible to apply under this announcement. Non-profit organizations are not
eligible to compete under this RFP. The total amount of federal funding available
under this announcement is approximately $2,644,800 ($1,191,800 expected from
FY17 and $1,453,000 expected from FY18) depending on Agency funding levels,
which may vary from year to year, and other applicable considerations. Awards
will likely range from $25,000 to $300,000 in federal funds. It is anticipated that
the assistance agreements awarded under this announcement will have one- to
four-year project periods starting after October 1, 2017. The project period for
assistance agreements under this announcement may be no more than four years.
For more information and to view the RFP:https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/tribalwetland-program-development-grant-request-proposals. For questions, please
contact Myra Price at price.myra@epa.gov.
FY 2017 Economic Development Assistance Programs, Department of
Commerce
Full details here
There are no submission deadlines under this opportunity.
Funding range: $100,000 to $3,000,000
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The Economic Development Administration (EDA) solicits applications from
applicants in rural and urban areas to provide investments that support
construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving loan fund
projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance
programs. Grants and cooperative agreements made under these programs are
designed to leverage existing regional assets and support the implementation of
economic development strategies that advance new ideas and creative approaches
to advance economic prosperity in distressed communities. EDA provides strategic
investments on a competitive- merit-basis to support economic development, foster
job creation, and attract private investment in economically distressed areas of the
United States. There are no submission deadlines under this opportunity. Proposals
and applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis until the publication of a
new Economic Development Assistance Program Federal Funding Opportunity
announcement.
U.S. EPA Air Grants and Funding:
EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) announces competitive funding
announcements for projects and programs relating to air
quality, transportation, climate change, indoor air and other related topics. This
page provides access to information about current funding opportunities under
‘Open Announcements’ and also provides as a reference tool, all previously
announced funding announcements listed below and in archives under ‘Closed
Announcements.’
Climate Change/Energy
Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Program FY 2017, Environmental Protection
Agency
Full details here
Applications close July 20, 2017.
Award Ceiling: $2,500,000
EPA’s Office of Transportation and Air Quality is soliciting proposals nationwide
for projects that achieve significant reductions in diesel emissions in terms of tons
of pollution produced by diesel engines and diesel emissions exposure, particularly
from fleets operating at or servicing goods movement facilities located in areas
designated as having poor air quality. Further, priority for funding may be given to
projects which result in outcomes that benefit affected communities, those that
engage affected communities with respect to the design and performance of the
project, and those which can demonstrate the ability to promote and continue
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efforts to reduce emissions after the project has ended. Eligible entities include
regional, state, or local agencies, tribal governments (or intertribal consortia) and
native villages, or port authorities, which have jurisdiction over transportation or
air quality, and nonprofit organizations or institutions that: a) represent or provide
pollution reduction or educational services to persons or organizations that own or
operate diesel fleets or b) have, as their principal purpose, the promotion of
transportation or air quality.
Toxics/Mobile Sources
Attention Region 9 Tribes:
Free Technical Assistance to Communities for Brownfields Sites
EPA Region 9 Targeted Brownfields Assessment Program
Soft Deadline – June 9, 2017
EPA provides contractor assistance to research historic property uses,
conduct environmental sampling and identify cleanup options and cost estimates.
By submitting a short, on-line application, public entities, nonprofits and tribes can
access up to $100,000 worth of technical assistance for eligible sites. At no cost to
the applicant, EPA contractors evaluate whether a property is contaminated and
provide follow-up recommendations.
EPA is currently accepting applications with a soft deadline of 9 June, 2017.
This is an easy, online application. A new requirement is to submit a site access
consent form with the application.
For more information, please click on the following hyperlinks for our
website, brochure and application.
Federal Transit Administration Low or No Emission Bus Discretionary Grant
Program
Funds will be awarded competitively for the purchase or lease of low or no
emission vehicles that use advanced technologies for transit revenue operations,
including related equipment or facilities. Projects may include costs incidental to
the acquisition of buses or to the construction of facilities, such as the costs of
related workforce development and training activities, and project administration
expenses.
Application deadline is June 26, 2017. More information can be found here.
DERA Funding Available: 2017 Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Program
Deadline for Proposals - June 20, 2017
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is excited to announce the
availability of $11 million in Diesel Emission Reduction Program (DERA) funds
to support projects aimed at reducing emissions from the nation's existing fleet of
older diesel engines. Under this competition, between 20 and 80 awards are
anticipated to be made to eligible applicants.
Eligible applicants include regional, state, local or tribal agencies, or port
authorities, with jurisdiction over transportation or air quality. Nonprofit
organizations may apply if they provide pollution reduction or educational services
to diesel fleet owners or have, as their principal purpose, the promotion of
transportation or air quality.
Learn More at: www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-diesel-national-grants.
If you have questions, please contact cleandiesel@epa.gov.
Indoor Air Quality
The Tribal Healthy Homes Network (THHN) has a webpage dedicated to
Funding Opportunities!
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Most Recent Listing: EPA Rules from the
Federal Register
EPA Rules posted today from the Federal Register for Wednesday, May 24,
2017.
(Past copies can be accessed here).
Rule
Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite Wood Products;
Compliance Date Extension
FR Document: 2017-10548 Citation: 82 FR 23735 PDF Pages 23735-23739 (5
pages) Permalink
Proposed Rule
Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite Wood Products;
Compliance Date Extension
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FR Document: 2017-10547 Citation: 82 FR 23769 PDF Pages 23769-23770 (2
pages) Permalink
Notice
Emergency Exemptions; Applications:
Pyridate
FR Document: 2017-10748 Citation: 82 FR 23804 PDF Pages 23804-23805 (2
pages) Permalink
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